
 
 

Perpetual Light: The Petromax High-Pressure LampTurns 100 
Magdeburg, January 2021. In the early 20th century, a Berlin engineer develops a paraffin lamp with a 
particularly bright light. The man's name is Max Graetz, friends call him "Petroleum Maxe", and with the 
"Petromax" brand he lays the foundation for one of the great "Made in Germany" success stories. Almost 
80 years later, Jonas Taureck discovers the classic lamp that fell into oblivion during an adventure 
through the African desert. The business student brings the trademark rights and the production of the 
HK500 high-intensity lamp back to Germany. After completing his studies, he revives the traditional 
brand and within mere 15 years, together with his wife Pia Christin, who herself holds a doctorate in 
business administration, turns Petromax into one of Germany's leading manufacturers of equipment for 
outdoor cooking and outdoor living. In 2021, the High-Pressure Lamp will be 100 years old. For its 
anniversary Petromax pays tribute to the HK500 with a vintage-style limited-edition Service Box in the 
style of historical accessories. 

 

Let there be light! 

With the Petromax High-Pressure Lamp Max Graetz revolutionised the performance and light output of 
paraffin lamps forever. In the beginning of the 20th century such a bright and self-sufficient light source 
was a true innovation, meaning a better quality of life for most of the population. When electricity was far 
from being available in every household the Petromax High-Pressure Lamp provided a safe and reliable 
means of lighting. 

The enterprising Berlin business councillor Graetz secured the rights to the name "Petromax" – in 
reference to his nickname "Petroleum Maxe". With the patent registration for the portable version of his 
High-Pressure Lamp in April 1921, he laid the foundation for a great success story. The different versions 
of today's HK500 were a worldwide bestseller. Until the 1960s, the sturdy lamp was exported from 
Germany all over the world. Until today the Petromax classic consisting of over 200 individual parts is 
"Made in Germany" and manufactured by hand just as it was 100 years ago. 

 

The resurrection of the traditional brand 

In 2000, during a breakdown with an old Magirus lorry in the desert in the middle of Niger, Jonas Taureck 
rediscovers the iconic lamp. He is on his way to South Africa by land. He and his travelling companion 
repeatedly get their vehicle stuck in the hot sand of the desert tracks and have to dig the heavy lorry free. 
In a brightly lit desert village, the two adventurers hope to find electricity to charge the lorry batteries 
after a breakdown. Instead of electricity, however, they find the HK500 illuminating the settlement with 
its bright light. This is the second hour of birth for Petromax. Six years after the evening in Niger, Jonas 
Taureck acquires the trademark rights, resumes production of the famous High-Pressure Lamp and revives 
the traditional brand. With the HK500, the traditional Petromax brand is also experiencing a renaissance. 
The new customers are mainly people as Jonas Taureck himself: Travel enthusiasts thirsty for 
adventureand looking for indestructible equipment for true adventures in nature. Step by step, the 
entrepreneur builds the new Petromax range, focusing on outdoor cooking, bushcraft and survival. Today, 
the Petromax Group employs over 90 people at its Magdeburg location.  

The anniversary edition "100 years of High-Pressure Lamp" 



 

 

For its 100th birthday, the HK500 is getting a metal Service Box with a comprehensive set of spare parts, 
tools and care products. The vintage-style limited-edition tin box is reminiscent of historical sets of 
accessories and transport boxes, as they existed for Petromax lamps, cookers and the like in the last 
century. It contains all the parts needed to service and maintain the High-Pressure Lamp. A total of 21 

parts – valves, sockets, seals, mantles etc. can be found in the tin box with the historic dragon logo. 
Maintaining the HK500 is thus not only fun for tinkerers the box is also reminiscent of the traditional 
German brand. 

 

Technical data 

 
Petromax HK500 Service Box  
(Anniversary edition) 

Item number: px5-box100 

Dimensions (WxHxD): 7.5 x 23.5 x 16 cm 

Material: Sheet steel 

Weight: 580 g 

Price: €54.99 (incl. VAT) 

Available from: Spring 2021 

 



 

 

 

About Petromax  

Petromax is one of the leading German manufacturers of equipment for outdoor cooking and outdoor 
living. As such, Petromax creates an attuned range of products that combines tradition with innovation in 
a unique way. All Petromax products are characterised by the highest possible level of quality, durability 
and well-thought-out details. At the heart of the Petromax product range is the experience of being 
outdoors in nature with traditional yet cleverly designed equipment. Petromax distributes its products via 
a well-developed international network of specialist retailers with currently more than 3,000 sales outlets 
and via its own online shop. Petromax is headed by Jonas Taureck and Dr. Pia Christin Taureck.  
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