
 

 

The Shared Passion – A Biography of the Petromax CEOs Jonas 

and Dr. Pia Christin Taureck 

MBA Jonas Taureck together with his wife Dr. Pia Christin is owner and CEO of the Petromax 

company. In the middle of the 2000s he acquired the – at the time almost forgotten – German 

traditional brand Petromax and started off with series production of the internationally 

known high-pressure lamp HK500. Today the former student start-up is grown into a 

medium-sized company with more than 50 employees, its own manufacture and a dense 

network of more than 3,000 specialised retailers worldwide. 

 

Bright spot in desert sand – An idea is born 

Already in his youth Jonas Taureck, grown up near the city of Hannover, felt great thirst for 

adventure and was very enthusiastic about outdoor experiences. Right after the German Abitur 

he went on a roadtrip from Germany to South Africa together with a friend. In an old Magirus 

Deutz truck from 1963 and some courage the 20-year-old Jonas Taureck embarked upon an 

adventure that would significantly affect the subsequent course of his life. 

During the journey the heavy vintage truck experienced several breakdowns. Such breakdown 

also happened while the two young men were crossing the desert state Niger. A defect made 

them look for an energy source to charge the battery of the Deutz. The brightly illuminated huts 

of a nearby village attracted the attention of the two and full of hope they approached the 

inhabitants. After short conversations Jonas inspected the light sources. They were, however, not 

electric lights but old high-pressure kerosene lamps of the German traditional brand Petromax. 

The surprise on having found a piece of German industry history in such a remote region of the 

world, of which the basic operating principle had remained unchanged in almost 80 years, Jonas 

Taureck brought back home together with all his impressions from the journey. 

Petromax company – Revival of an iconic brand 

Back in Germany Jonas Taureck studied business administration at Otto-von-Guericke-University 

Magdeburg. At the same time, he started his first sales platform for Petromax high-pressure 

lamps with accessories and spare parts. 

 

"I was fascinated by the lantern and started to research where it had been manufactured." 

(Jonas Taureck) 

Lastingly impressed by function and history of the Petromax lamps, which had been developed 

by the entrepreneur Max Graetz in 1910 and globally exported from Germany, Taureck founded 

his own business in 2005 out of a student residential community. One year later he also acquired 

the trademark rights from Schott and simultaneously started series production of the high-

pressure lamp HK500 with the Petromax company. 

"We deliberately relocated manufacture and assembly to Germany – such work processes that 

previously all took place in Asia." We have many regional suppliers. This proximity is a vital key to 

success for products on the market: short distances, quick contact and possible adjustments are 

important." (Jonas Taureck) 
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Within just a few years the annual sales increased significantly in contrast to the first year and the 

encouragement from the constantly growing Petromax fan community grew further. Today, a 

majority of the lamps is still exported in over 80 countries, because as an independent and 

energy-efficient light the HK500 is in particularly great demand by international aid organisations. 

First Petromax principle today and always: Durable products according to German standards of 

quality.  

 

Petromax: The brand for fire and light – A balancing act between tradition 

and innovation 

For Jonas Taureck, it was clear from the beginning that he would have to take Petromax into the 

new century by means of a strategic reorientation, to maintain a lasting market position for the 

brand and the company. 

Already during his studies at Otto-von-Guericke-University in Magdeburg Jonas met his wife and 

business partner Pia Christin. Grown up near the city of Braunschweig she studied International 

Management after the German Abitur.  

While obtaining her PhD, which was supported by the Stiftung der Deutschen Wirtschaft (German 

Economy Foundation), Pia Christin worked for the Institute of Innovation and Finance 

Management as well as repeatedly at Petromax and the start-up preceding the present Petromax 

company. In 2014, the graduate in business administration fully joined the company's 

management and today manages the Petromax group together with her husband Jonas Taureck.  

Following the original quality and technical innovation of Max Graetz, the Taurecks started off by 

expanding the product portfolio with robust and high-quality equipment for cooking outdoors. In-

house developed and cleverly designed products for campfire and outdoor kitchen are the 

reason why today, the renewed dragon brand Petromax is one of the leading German manu-

facturers for equipment for light, fire, outdoor cooking and outdoor living.  

"We look back upon the past year with awe and pride. With awe because we did not expect such a 

success and growth. With pride because it was also tough work that we have accomplished – together 

with a great team. We live our Petromax world and it pleases us to see how many people are 

enthusiastic about our products. This is the biggest reward for our work." (Jonas und Dr. Pia Christin 

Taureck) 

Cast-iron pots and pans, outdoor cooking places in different sizes, cans and  

kettles: The adapted product world uniquely links tradition with innovation. All Petromax 

products are characterised by highest quality, durability and elaborate details so that the 

experience of originality in nature can be preserved for a long time. For exceptional 

accomplishments in business and economy as well as for innovative products the Petromax 

company received numerous awards.  

Feuerhand: The Petromax company has a new addition 

In 2014 the Taurecks acquired another German brand with an extensive history: 

Feuerhand, founded in 1893 by the brothers Herrmann and Ernst Niehr, obtained a world-wide  

reputation for the specially developed cold-blast principle of the paraffine lamps. In the first 

half of the 20th century the Feuerhand hurricane lanterns dominated the German market. Since 

the acquisition of the brand the structurally unaltered model Feuerhand Baby Special 276 is once 

again produced in larger quantities. The Petromax group sells the Feuerhand lanterns worldwide 

and here too pays special attention to quality and German manufacture. Meanwhile, the 

Feuerhand lanterns are available in many different colours. Thanks to their experiences with the 

Petromax brand and the tradition-conscious company management of Petromax, Jonas and Dr. 

Pia Christin Taureck knew very well what is important. Today, the renewed Feuerhand brand 

creates lifestyle for the home with its colourful diversity and has its solid position in the home 

garden and terrace culture. Therefore, the current Feuerhand portfolio also includes products 
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such as the Feuerhand Pyron, a fire barrel in industrial design for home use, or the Pyron Plate, a 

plancha plate for collective grilling pleasure together with family and friends.  

 

Roughstuff merges into the Petromax group 

In 2019, the Taurecks decide to extend their Petromx world by another product section and to 

add modern outdoor clothing to the Petromax range. For that Petromax reverts to the proven 

cuts and excellent fit of the former Roughstuff models. "There is no bad weather, there is only 

wrong clothing!" Roughstuff founder Tobias Stork took this phrase literally. With modern 

outdoor clothing made of milled Loden he established an alternative to synthetical fabrics. To 

meet the rising requirements of the growing brand Roughstuff finally becomes part of the 

Petromax group in 2019. The Loden range is fully integrated into the Petromax product world 

and Roughstuff founder Tobias Stork is now head of product development and quality assurance 

of the new Petromax clothing section. Through the integration of the Loden range into the 

Petromax product world Roughstuff instantly profits from the international network of retailers, 

the well-organised marketing as well as from the comprehensive administrative opportunities. In 

the meantime, Petromax not only remains faithful to its principles to unite tradition and 

innovation in durable products, but now also offers even more equipment to its customers for 

original experiences in nature.  

  

The former start-up has moved out of the student residence. Today, on a space of over 

11,000 m2, many affectionate hands develop, produce, commission and despatch at the 

company headquarters in Magdeburg. Only within the past seven years the Taurecks and 

their development team brought to market more than 100 new products under the label 

Petromax in the category of fire and outdoor cooking.  
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Short biography MBA Jonas Taureck 

Jonas Taureck, grown up near the city of Hannover, travels from Germany to South Africa after 

the German Abitur. 

There for the first time, he comes across the high-pressure lamps of the German traditional 

brand Petromax. Back in Germany he starts off selling Petromax lamps and accessories while 

studying business administration at Otto-von-Guericke University in Magdeburg. Next to his 

studies he founds an independent company and in 2006 acquires the Petromax brand. With the 

Petromax company the MBA starts series production of the high-pressure lamp HK500 and 

gradually expands the Petromax product range by high-quality and innovative equipment for the 

categories of campfire and outdoor cooking. In 2014, together with his business partner and wife 

Dr. Pia Christin Taureck, he acquires the also historic German brand Feuerhand and thus 

positions himself and the Petromax group in the category lifestyle for home and garden. In 2019, 

the Petromax product world experiences expansion with a completely new section: functional 

outdoor and adventure clothing. For that purpose, Petromax reverts to the proven cuts and 

qualities of the brand Roughstuff. With this extension of the equipment portfolio Petromax 

establishes the best basis for all outdoor adventurers and nature enthusiasts who feel most 

comfortable under the open sky.  

 

Short biography Dr. Pia Christin Taureck 

Dr. Pia Christin Taureck, grown up near the city of Braunschweig, studied international 

management at Otto-von-Guericke-University in Magdeburg after the German Abitur. In the 

course of her studies she also completed several international internships. After successful 

graduation she acquired her doctorate with support from the Stiftung der Deutschen Wirtschaft 

(German Economy Foundation) and at the same time worked as a research associate at the 

Institute of Innovation and Finance Management at Otto-von-Guericke-University in Magdeburg. 

In 2007, during a university-based founding venture she met Jonas Taureck. Due to their 

enthusiasm for travel and outdoor adventures as well as their expertise in the fields of business 

strategy and innovation management they quickly felt not only privately but also professionally 

connected. Dr. Pia Christin Taureck participated in several consulting projects and more and 

more weighed in her expertise and passion for the Petromax brand into the company. In 2014, 

with the acquisition of the Feuerhand brand, she then fully joined the Petromax company and 

since then manages the group as CEO together with her husband.  
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About Petromax 

Petromax is a leading manufacturer of equipment for light, fire and outdoor cooking. For that 

purpose, Petromax creates a coordinated product world that in a unique manner links tradition 

with innovation. All Petromax products stand out with highest quality, durability and elaborate 

details. The focus lies on the experience of originality in nature with traditional and yet cleverly 

designed equipment. Petromax sells its products through a well-developed international network 

of specialised retailers with currently more than 3,000 shops as well as the online shop. 

Petromax' management consists of Jonas Taureck and Dr. Pia Christin Taureck.  

  

Petromax GmbH 

Sudenburger Wuhne 61 

39116 Magdeburg/Germany 

phone: +49 (0) 391 – 400 26 05 

fax:  +49 (0) 391 – 400 26 06 

E-mail: info@petromax.de 

Authorised managers: Dipl.-Kfm. Jonas Taureck, Dr. Pia Christin Taureck 

Register entry: Amtsgericht Stendal HRB 13954 (lower regional court) 

  

Your press contact: 

AntTrail GmbH 

phone: +49 (0) 40 – 68 89 20 868 

E-mail: presse@petromax.de 

web: www.anttrail.de 

  

  

  


